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A moment Bae witch | — it Hildred bad| harsh way in which she had rejected and up- Skylights, lights. 1 prefer to 
‘ * ' ,' And. dow’t you Jove sngbody but mo.?”] was in her heart) bet so tea; I cannot be| ‘Mr. Lyneward, you speak harshly—only pense was simply pean. Widrad bed braided him then. call it Skylights ; it is so much more appropri- 
"5 sake”’——He started at the tender- | deemed Millie’s uatare one Hildred ate. Yes, well, Miss Griffin, when she came 
& Millie asked; Witng)up. her head, fixing her| troubled. Don’t think me unkind, or angry ; | for Millie’s sake tiered | ond It was « very hard time, but got es, > 
+ wia-dnnawent’” eye on his. Buthe did, not] but you had beter let me weep alone to.|negs with which those haughty lps cnt eer See hae through it. She filled Milllg’s cap of joy as| Bese to be #-Sister, which she didn’t do till she 
answer, only kissed her eyes gravely, saying » those three words——* for Millie’s sake, we trae when she said | full as éhe-coakl—made her secrifice as com-| was, sage-able,’ 26 the niggers call 1, hed 
. softly — ++ Af you wish it, you shall.”” must try to be—-friends. You have made me know the gute warts wore fot that sho was | plete as abe was able, for she made jt cheer-| the ghsstly taste to name herself for thet host? 
“* + How pretty you are, Billie, my Millie?” | “Ido wish it! Good-night! I shall lock | respect you. Some day, perhaps you may re-| she «did mop forge bag Wodsd fully, ard suffered its cost patiently. Suffered! | saint, Simeon Stylites. So she is called in the 
. gi though Christmas was not far of,| then he drew her down ty him again, and—| ™y door, and then throw myself, straight, upon | spect me.” ald wand of tashenpeihetee cad Yosctshiunce was suffering rather. It is a slow fre from) convent, Sister Mary Simeoe—but J call ber 
' might happen, snd they could sottie| sighed, - my bed.” She ofered him her band, but ke am ents os which women-mastyrs step forth pure aad | Sister. Skylights! And I'd rather ad- 
‘Hitdved-had-many.| After a little he ssked Millie why she wept,| Millie went away, feeling as if she had acted | take it. : ine ow pa Alone | White-robed—a fire chat ofttimes burns life- | vise you te keep on the bright side of ber.” 
schemes for all of ata! for he felt warm tears dxop dows upon his | very selfishly; and as if Hildred were only too] + And, Millie ?” sho said, as be wan going, a pe ie qualed. long. ‘9 a0 gace, thet usually 
: Oe Tiara ae a Fey ba ng ot em Hayy hand, and when she bresthed ont, that it was | goed mot to scold ber. Hilldged did throw her-| Had he forgotten Mille! He stopped, end —~ — pain from simeen sonsecfthe | Wheel was done, Hildred went.away, She | found gupese eniy om the ground, wae sow 
4 «Oh, 114i not mean that. But I| then growing conflisod in Alf but ond'central | because she was so happy, his. strong arm| self upon her bed : but she did not sleep tho! then said hastily : spar Ge puleienatiavae: tak tent breathed more freely the further behind her she raised aad fixed upon the face of Helen, in s ‘ 
should not *s not rich—-and—”” idea, that she would be independent, and| wrapped her round closer yet, and he said| Right through. How should she / «+ | cannot see her gow. Toll bev-renpibing | eves left the scene of her fiery ordeal. She thoaght,, port of amnsed. sncenesions esmpasiness, so if 
“I see. But you are not pennilers even now: | would make herself famous; for Millie she bad | reverently, «« God keep you so!” entiies you please, I am net fit fer her innocent eyes ee f shone upon | the: mew air would at once give ber strength.’ she weve magmetiaed to that study of ° 
you shall still be « bit of an heiress.” And | but ene plan, fixed and constant. There was very little said during the hour CHAPTER 1 to look upen. There is something black, florpe dawe out uponits bright-| But she fell I among strangers : uate 9 What 6.2 A SI 
Hildred then first conceived s resolution she} The day was one of those serenely beautiful | or more, that Millie and Erle Lyneward sat to- a . and wild in my heart—hate, perhaps. wildly b red’ had | death, but she did not die. child 1’’ asked the one, uneasily. 
aflorwands acted out. days wo often get in late autumn: the sky| gother. He hed neveraiked to ber much, pd! something had come between thom bith} —1# Ras. gane.,. She tured te the window and a ee nat aight. Vivid pictures, | Her strength, and with 1 the consciousness! «Wan L?_J.didn’t knew,” 
No sound af busy life was heard, «But, Hildred, was not your aunt kind ?| cloudless, the air fresh yet soft, the whole earth | she—her little heart was teo full! when they met pext morning. Hildred was| “sched: bim, sure cay: pe ad arial canunteds Einiog? thal night have been, of power, returned—as there was meed they! ‘Are you subject to iigiling into tmances ! - < 
‘ emanate Ob, I had but known you were not happy !’’ | dasslingly bright-vestured. At last Millie said: calm and kind, but cold, Millie thought. Ta- round; he did not. What should abe do? 3 wes to her faney. Sbe had| should in the life she had chosen. Becanse, if you are, can’t stand it, you kpow ! ad 
Os Ident of Rocks along the hill Millie spoke so eargestly thet tears came into} “A Relidey moraing, MiBiot”” Hiired ex-| «That man is gone, nom, and I must goto! 4.04, fitired did wot dare to be tender—che| _ She walked tm a mirror, end looked into jt- | presenter | CMMI | a seme, «| No mating what that life was. Mildred Grey| I tobh.pou 1 coukln’t. stent. anpthing. in. the 
s : her eyes. «« Why didn’t you write ?’’ clatmed, as they stood in the sun on the door- | my sister.” ; The shining of such lustrous eyes in that white | seen herse ’ lived it out.nebly. She was known a3 a good, | ghostly way, you know. Come! don’t look se : 
. could pot afford it; she needed all her strength ptoudly-happy life, a8 Erle Lyneward's wite; , 
coo {raced that rivulet’s winding way ; « Do you think I was going to tell you ali my | step. “Let us be children now: this -| Millie said « my sister’’ with a strange pride face looked uuearthly, and startled even her- ‘ in ber, agreat | down about it cither, for we ane going to be 
: New scenes ind only to be firm, resolute. Her face looked i she had felt go power to bid the tempter by many who coukl not recognize ” d ’ 
res tm me apa wild troubles, child? I bore them, and they| neon I shall pet off my woman of business | in the words. She eowld only say thom speak. like red marble in {ts Axednces; but | But she admired and commended her | 9 oo nlf ail ber ctrcagth | and gifted woman. swom friends, you know | 
j shed lovetier blossoms tinged the gioud. did. not bresk my spirit. Indeed, if I had been | sud of the workd aspect. You shall take me | ing of one person in the wide world. She felt |, pabig toi strangely. Mltle’s face | °% bebariour, muttering, that she had acted ae mealies eee antetce een | all thet—Lneed shout the in a book Sir ; 
, SW hkw: nappy vattey etream,”* 1 sata Cee Rees eee, telah inchbecying, Irony berries ove Toft fot no.’ | beeed man ae umzas. wes ome, for she Mad! changed every moment, as she Void Mikired ait| Wells, bed (nt hea belly ny croc, | put to her own dah destingy exif she now lay | Fabjam and Sir Jullan—idey were brothers im- 
Be ety oT eat, very ” any are us.’ the bustle of departure some time since . | over 8 rat, rem "s ; int | N . school i 
\ eda Micareac ica” | "Witeusmm emit eas wna) |" Hed an Mit woot rset entered wna aye at | at a ees br eM Tame] SSR a cal ten pun! eae on ary tetas =e] Original NOveleb. |My. wie wami sen : 
: meets | ant bales sacdaatan|ceana pm tpeete sompene| oe os cae at eee Rete TE cms ae ot went ere apaeng ay || SW cm et de | 
«| ey aad my years, Ike thine, be passed 2 pry eg ag ob gl e not to.apere! Did Millie expect Mr. Lyneward that morn- M , otenlr away, | closed the door of that proud heart against p » | 1 cheose, and only when | 
Ja bien vente anid-dilent glen, instatement by coming to yot. Mine was too . ’ sweeter | her yet; there would be plenty of time for sis- ing? Hildred asked. When Millie answered, fear. She had seen Mr. Ly go ys y TV | A: | woukde’t come at all, only to please Sister 
Where ¥ could dwell and sleep at last, good a place to be empty long. 1 hada spite-| with every hour she spent with Millie; she did | ters and explanations to-morrow, he said. perhaps hé would mot come, as the weather and dreaded, taatyhe and ber sister had quar- ae tte tetght day) the ous thy | Angela; and the is = sweet saint, sure 
<1) ° WPat frome the bastting haunts of men |” fal letter from the old lady this morning, bid- | 8t often startle the girl now by the vehomence | Neither of them had heard the door softly was so bad, Hildred smiled scornfully ; think- “ * she asked intns fall tits bas them "GIP Ure tntetnted OR | a f 
But what sew echoes greet my ear’ ding me sn affectionate farewell, and telling me | of her demonstrations of affection, or by the | opened « little while before; nor seen « tah ing bow mach ‘better she knew him, and that} ¥** *=7t!n8 wrong?” she eo Seer ‘Weories'ef thw hol . ¢ ¥eu only come when you choore ?” re- f 
call; of an and accomplished cousin of mine | *bruptaess of her manners, as she had constant- | figure stand at it a moment; a bewildered face tho @ fd. athes. was. one. cure. indnasment ta y: tally peasy he Gane Mimic a THE SECRET OF POWER, | vested Theodore, in soft amazement. | 
And mid the village bum I bear who is filling my place to the old lady’s entire | ly done at first; but still Millic’s fear returned | grow jous of misery. Nelther could be | bring him out. She followed up her questi “Ret wack,” Mitel casswed. «Wo | OH oo he Sat emir etietinentiodes shies "| That's ally” said Helen, taking evident 3 
n | The murmur of the waterfall satisfaction; reminding me, too, that I could oe anaes ats conscious of the agony of a passionate heart by asking Millie, where he lived; about what | 2*¥¢ beew angry. But never wind, love—we ane Lown dn ye noe ehitee’s olntag: | pride im her superior independence; “I’ve got ; 
wo illerhed the setdcaing wate not live on the miserable pittance left me by was very pretty: so H told ber | that believed itself breaking. time he generally came, and whether walking shall be good enough friends in time. My fu-| 9 he orp WRITTEN FOR THE SATURDAY EVENING PosT, | pebody to mind! I don’t belong te angbody— 
oF om that shape like burnished stecl, my father!” an they tat on the hill-side, overlooking their}  jijidred had come to the door; and, seeing or riding? Then she took up her station at | % brother-in-law is a proud man. Have s Fie eh ons Ge a “i rhe cat, | BY MES. EMMA D. E. N. SOUTHWORTH. | jy my own woman.” 
Sets: that bright valley stream wos stayed, «You had other letters, hadn’t yon, Hil-| house and the valley beneath it. She watched | no bright light stream from underneath it, hed | tne window whieh overlooked the road, and | %"* bo¥ You aager him, Millie, But I forgot,’”’| rejoicing in peace and good-will! She only « Well—I’m so glad you are free, any- 
Te turn the milier’s : area?” the color deepen on the soft, clear cheek, and | opened it very gently, expecting to find Millie | 0+ there. ’ she aided, smiling, « you vever anger any one, | was torn by inward strife, and utterly aban- ee sonia a yt remy hy n+ een 
. ab i) why should 1, 1 thoughd with shame «One from thik same heir tn answer to an| te beantiful light sparkle in the dove-like| asleep. What had she seen so horrible in that Millie was unhappy ; she was sure Hildred do you ?”” done, even by her own poor pride. 1856, by Deacon & Peterson, ia he Clerk * Omer of| « Thanky, kitten! Yes, I guess I em free— 
Sach - ig fot a life of solitude, P opistic of mine. His is so polite that I feel eyes that generally shone with e meék, ealm! room? was ill; thought pw Was angry, or sorry Mildred stayed a liltle to talk to her sister, But there was something yet to be borne and | un. piserict Court for the Eastern District of Perh- now what are you thinking about, looking at me 
yo Wikee even thie stream, without a name, mine was annecessarily bitter. He talks about | istre. When Millie answered simply: “I am| The gloomy afternoon had wildened into a ~ ‘All pri tage yan om ae ek ee particularly impressing upon her that the mar. | done! Fad she come #0 far and could she not)  sytvania ) 20 steady ?? 
ei Aelaboring for the commen good duty to these néarest him compelling him to do | Yery Glad!” her sister knew of what she was/ weird, wet night; » fow moments before, she | ise head bent down sssidmencly over riage must be soon. drag herself one sep farther, before she lay : «Ob! I didm’t mea: to, I'm sare, but—” 
‘ ‘the shun my part what ie painful, end such stuff as that. Por-| sled, and of whom she thought most. Then, | had heen hospitably sorry to allow Mr. Blank- | work. ome] wis that Mr. Lynowsrd’s wish 7 Millie} down, finally, to dle? It was yet possible to CHAPTER X.—(CONTINUED.) pene nem 
5 haps he sati-fies his own conscience, however.” | Hfldred’s passionate heart beat high, full of! ardt to go out into it, well detended as he was; | Iildred (who never shammed exeept to gain | asked. madden Erle and to make Millie miserable, - <<] didn’t know they would let you come to 
*« Your other letter 1” love, longing, warest, jealousy; and her eager) now she rushed out with uncovered head, up| some great end) made no pretence of reading,| Mildred Janghed, and answered that of course | though it was too late to help herself. Should] «She said that you stayed all alone im the old atest 
ve Hilldred looked fearlessly into Millie’s inqui- | ¢7es looked out into her own future somewhat | the steep garden, up on te the bleak bate top| or working, but sat idle; leaning back in the | 't was- she «poll all now, at the last hour? house, and watched by the aide Of your poor) ai. po 
‘ : - ring eyes; but a ticher color came into her] Sercely. of the hill. It was blackly dark. The dark. | great chair Millie hed made her take, her cold| Milife began to fvel reasyured, end to think, | No! she found strength enough to battle on | grandmother when she was lying dead.” “« I'm very glad indeed, tha: you do come— 
pp: checks as she answered : Lylng on the turf beside Millie, she stretched | ness ,eomed to touch her on all sidés, to press hands lying listlessty on her lap, her eyes gitt-| that, afer all, she had been foolishly fearful—| a little longer. She dressed hastily, but neat-| « Yes,” answered Theodors, her soft eyes bat 5 thought-8.aun sft Sun quale’ fet 
lasis of Life. « An enclosure in my aunt’s. A croel lot-| t her right arm appealingly, not heeding | round her, to crush against her strained eye- toring, and Intent in watching. At last she saw | thet sll wonld be well; that though Hildred | jy; dashed ice-cold water into her face and | filling at this reference to the departed... «Yes, ) — sith the white < 
) Sore ter,” she went on dreamily ; «+ yet it pleases pny po dpa sage eigen ey balls, \ madden her. She shrieked—no one] Erie Lyneward coming; he was a long way off, | * first felt grieved and vexed that she must | dried it so roughly that the delicate skin glow-| bat you know, the holy angels were there, and , - a "= 
mm - me well enough. Truty it has been somewhat prickly gorse, was thinking too ab-| could hear—and she shricked ott that Erle} put she knew him. call « Lyneward brother, she would soon re-| ed again; and, before that glow had time ta]! so [ was not afraid.” « % know took colored children 
ft long in reaching me—tive, six montha—well | sotbedly to feel the pain. It was not till Millie | |_yneward was a traitor. She had almost cursed She turned her right face round to Millie, lent. p fale, or a practised smile to die away from her) «Ha! ha! ha! Oh! hear her!” laughed , = giad = ~~ pe a rie 
vas Ls SELTERS. thank you, eunt, that you sent it at all, though @xclaimed—« Oh, Hiltred ! your poor hand !”’| Millie’s innocent, sweet face. and said: Then Hildred mid she should go out. Mil-| mouth, she had joined Millie; had given her! the other girls. . ’ 
9 Spee geen eatin it wasn’t oat of kindness you did 0. 1 shall | ‘hat her attention was drawn to it. Hildred’s} She had thrown herself om the ground.—| «Mille, your lover is coming—I want to| le tried to dissuade her, saying it was dread-| ail fair good wishes of the season, and borne the} A menacing demonstration on the part of the | © asin Theodora ! it is well that your sweet 
“; 2 see pow what truth there is in some of these | Were beautiful, though not very small hands; | amor lying there half-stupefied for awhile, she | speak to him alone. Go into the study for a| ft! weather, raining and blowing, and very mockery of having them returned to her with | champion silenced them. eyes were resting on the floor, and that they did 
. t oo Aeayel HAPTER L. fine words. If they are true, why then, the well-formed, and as white as Millie’s own. She rose ; the proud, strong heart called up all its | little; there is a fire there. You are not| CoM; but Mildred answered, that it was just many a soft kiss and fond word. ‘The holy angels were there, and so onl os seeeh Geant ished end indig an 
é F talon elie th to be ate. | Worl not 20 bitter but a smile may make it was sorry the right hand was scratched, for it strength. She even smiled to herself, saying | afraid,” sbe edded, seeing that Millie lingered, | %e weather for her, in her present mood. Af-| « And now to breakfast,” Hildred sald;| were not afraid? Humph! Well, do you! [ool bioging wpen yen! 
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sweet’ for somebody. But tell me, Millie, 
child, ie it trae that men are deceivers ever! 
Do you expect to find any man constant, loving 
one for oneself alone?’ 
«I would I were dead if not,’’ Millle answer- 
ed faintly. 
“Ta it so, Millie?” Hitldred said, half-start- 
led at the forvency of that low reply. Stoop- 
ing down, she pressed « kiss on the girl’s fore- 
head, saying, “that is right; be thorough in 
ali your ife.”* 

«Dear Hildred, some of us have to suffer: 
Bo one suffers thoroughly who does not suffer 

ied 


“Suffer! You shall not know much about 
suffering if I can help it. Now, tell me,” she 
went on, ‘‘ what does this mysterious friend of 


fancy it true, that he Mked me much, till—till 
I was ip great trouble, and them he way so 
tender— But I don’t lke talking about this, 
even to you, for he has never said to me plainly 
that—’”” 

+ That he lowes you; wishes to marry you ?”’ 

«Bo 1 don’t feel as if it were right to talk 
about it.” 

« Ah, when he comes back you will not care 
mach about poor Hildred any more.’’ 

“T shall, Hiidred, you know! shall, 1 am 
‘mot fickle, I never forget. But isn’t it odd? 
He éid not even know | had a sister until a few 
days before be'left. You sce, I did nt know 
you well, didn’t love you, or I should have 
spoken about you. When I thought of you, 
Hildred, it used always to be with fear.” 

« Why, silly one t” 

«1 den’t kaow;'T had heard you were very 
proud—and so you are. I thought you would 
deapiee poor me, but you don’t. I was right 
fn picturing you in other things, though. When 
1 crept inte the room, the day you came, and, 
before you knew I was come, saw you 
erect, stately, there, by the window, looking so 
grand in that splendid dress (you have not had 
it om since), I know directly that you were my 

aly sister, Hikired.”” 

« And what did Queen Hildred do, ehild 1” 

* Tumed, looked, smiled, and took poor 
little trembling, crying me into her dear arms. 
Was I thw what you fancied me, Hitdred 1” 

“ Not oné whit. I expected to find a fret- 
fol, spotlt girl; helpless, and rather heart. 
tesn.’” 

«Why did you come; ff you did not think 


knew yon were in trouble, aad thought you 
«You did not know about there bel 
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looked ugly, and she took delight in having 
everything belonging to her admirablo—not 
that she cared for admiration, save such as in- 
nocent Millie's; for, often io her short life she 
bad turned from it with disdain; but that it 
seemed to her right and fitting that she should 
be handsome, proper that she should be proud. 
Hildred gtoried in all consciousness of power— 
and beauty was a power. She had never wish- 
od to be deformed, or ugly ; although often she 
had disliked to -ead in people's looks that they 
‘saw her besutiful. Hilired was sorry, there. 
fore, that she had disfigured her hand ; but she 
liked to fee! Millie's soft, caressing touch as 
she bound up the wounds. Yet, when patched 
up, it looked very ugly, and Hildred transfer- 
red the two or three splendid rings she al- 








that she could bear it—aye, aad more a thou- 
sand times. 
There was one bitter consolation: her pride 
was wounded in nowise. She was not desert. 
od; this man had never known that she loved 
him. She had treated him like a dog when he 
had dared to speak to her of love, as she did 
all who so spoke in that past that seemed many 
a lifetime ago; for her wild heart had been 
driven to desperation by its early enlightenment 
of the world’s hollowness. She had spurned 
all men. He, like the rest, dhe thought thea, 
wooed the Belpess, Hikdred Vynern ; not the 
woman, who had a heart richer than much fine 
Id. 
et that ‘this cea Wy tak chante he 
that letter—his indignantly passionate appeal— 
che last, as he told her, he would ever make. It 





it was any use for him to go over the business 
with her; more—for he was a sensible, con- 
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the dim, uneertain light; yet he had walked 
quite poiselessly wp the room, and bent down 
over the sweet, caim 


i 
3 
Li 
: 


i 
I 
? 
i 
i 
F 
i 


F 
i 
E 
i 
t 


| 


ef 
| 
li 


. 
' 
z 
ri 
if 


sat up, and eure 
not still dreaming, no one was near her; 
6 tall, darz figure stood by the fire, a grave face 
was looking into it, its light flashed upon a no. 
bie brow, and stern mouth. 

Millie uttered s name with such a sweet ac- 
quickly st her side. He not only took her 
hands, both of them, but he drew her into his 
erma, saying— 

* You are mine, sweet Millic, is it not so f’’ 
She answered only « Yes.’ 
“And you love me—very much f°’ he conti- 
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«Millie! my Millie !* be went on, in « tone 
she could not resist. ‘You must not be proud 
and cold with me. I love you because you are 
gentle, meck, infinitely sweet. I waat your 
ttre gre hd, gone pa 1 have had 
ft ” 


«So, Millie, you must say, «I do love you 
very much, dear Erle,’ ’’ 

A low tremulous veice 

«I dot indeed, I do! I love you very much, 
dear Erle |” y 

+ That ia right, sweet Millie. Now, how are 
yout Have you been grieving much, my 
child? Have you been alone all these 
days since I left you?’’ And he looked down 
fondly upon her. 

«No! My sister came! Oh, Mr. Lyneward, 
I love bor dearly t”’ Millie began. 

“Silly child! I act not Mr; Lyneward for 
you any more, and [I do not care to hear how 










one might not be so comapicuous. had never been answered. Who was guilty, 
It was growing aftern and clouding over| then! No trast had been betrayed, if she had 
drearily ; Millie looked chill. pro-| placed none, Aye! but those happy weeks 
posed thet they should go home, and they | she had spent with Millie! What had she not 
wound their way down the bill-side. to believe? What hopes had she 
Daylight was fading when the expected law-| cherished / What wild way her love had 
yer came. WHildred had fancied that Miltic| made ! 

looked ¢ shade paler than usual, and scomed| Some one must be deeply guilty, or whence 


this racking misery? Then shé thought of the 
false old woman who had kept that letter back 
from her so long—sont it at last In mockery, ta 
show that she no longer cared If piece Hildred 
hanged herself, or married a Lyneward—one of 
a race she hated. As Hildred thought, she put 
up ber t-vo strong hands, and with them claap- 
ed her brow tightly, as if she felt that, indeed, 
the horrible pain there might split ft. She sat 
along time in that posture, the wind raving 
round her, driving the rain against her in 
sheets. 

Upon the stormy troubled sea of her 
thoughts Millie’s face soon shone down, sur- 
rounded by « halo; no sin, no sortow, must 
tarnish the effulgence of that encircling radi- 
ance. 

Por awhile this was the one distinct thought 
—all else was surging pain and scorn—scorn, 
infinite scorn, of & man who could love here 
and love there (if, indeed, he had ever loved 





he had to the gaining of what he hed first 
wanted. (ne of these two things Iildred felt 
she would have done had she been such a maa 
an she was woman. 

After all, was it possible that Erle Lyneward 
should love Millie Gray 1 Millie was fair, sweet 
apd good; but could aman whose heart and 













gaze. 
+ How pale you are, Hildred!’* the girl ox- 
claimed 


“ And cold and tired. I've been at work, 
you Know. I’m going to bed now. It is tate, 
ion’t it 1’ Hildred said, hurrledty. 

« Not much past nine, and tea fs waiting for 


might | You: and, oh, Mildred, T have much to talk to 


you about!” Millie exclaimed. 

Have some mercy, child! I am utterly 
weary. Erle Lyneward has been here. You 
see I know already.” 

« Hilldred, how did you learn his name! J 
never mentioned ft, becanse—”’ 

* Becautes it Is an enemy's name.”’ 

« You are not angry, dear Mildred—’* 
“No. No. Tell me all to-morrow. Put 


long | out your light. My head fs bad, and it hurts 


me!’’ 

“ Oh, dear Hildred ! forgive me! How selfish 
lem. You have been tiring yourself for me. 
Lie down quickly, dear, and I will bring you 
up some tea. It will do your head good,” 
Millie pleaded, tearfully. 











much you love anybody but me.” 





“1 will lie down (that I might never wake ! 


*} put 1 think you have taken om 


i} condesconmded to entreat, to explain, to offer 





+ not afraid that I shall steal him from you, are 
” 

It did not occur to Millie to wonder how it 
was that Hildred knew him. 
« Not afraid of that!’’ Millie said; and she 
came to Hildred’s side, knelt beside her, twi- 
ning her arms round her waist, and looking up 
beseechingly into her sister's dark eyes; but 
Hildred knew that Mr. Lyneward was almost 
at the house-door. She felt desperate ; rose, 
and half-led, half-carried Millie from the room. 
When she had her safe in the study, she kissed 
her—not tenderly, but fiercely—and went away, 
leaving Millie full of tearful wonder. 
She got back into the drawing-reom before 
Mr. Lyneward hed entered the house. She 
stood awaiting him, her face turned from the 
light. She heard him stride across the hall. 
He had opened the door—was in the room; he 
stood still. His face grew bewildered and 
deeply troubled, as he looked at her. She 
spoke first. Coblly greeting him, she pointed 
to the chair he was to take, opposite to her. He 
obeyed her stately gesture, and she conde. 
scended to explain : 

“Tam Millie’s sister, Mr. Lynewart. 
ave surprised to see me here ?’’ 

** Miss Vynern—Hildred Vynern!’’ he said» 


You 


I have cast off that name—my aunt made 
me adopt it. 1 have left her. | am Hildred 
Grey. 1 hear,” she went on steadily, « that 
you are my sister's accepted lover. | am her 
ekler sister aad self-constituted guardian.’ 

*Hildred Vynern, Millie's sister |" 

«Kvenso. What do you find so strange in 
that?”’ Hildred asked. 

“Much,” Mr. Lyneward replied, proudly. 
«Ts it not very strange that my Millie—sweet, 
loving Millie Grey—should Mave so ungentle 
and hanghty a woman for sister ft” 

«« Yes, that is strange,”’ Hildred said, smiling 
scornfally. « Yet not stranger than—but I will 
not detain you. I merely wished to see you 
slone, that you might be prepared--that, be- 
fore Millie, you might not show surprise at see- 
ing me. She does not know that we have ever 
met before.” 

« You are kind, Miss V ynera—considerate. 


precantion. I havea great deal of self-com 
mand,”’ Mr. Lyneward said. 

Hiléred bit her lip, and an angry fiueh 
crossed her face; tnt she said, cokdty: «1 
acted only for Millie’s sake. I have no more 
to may,” 

She rose, and so did Mr. Lyneward; but, 
instead of letting her go, as she had intended, 
he stopped her, laid bis hand upon her arm, and 
cast a haggard look into her face. She noticed 
then, how many of the lines about that face 
had since she had last seen him. 
Feeling as if her would break, she shook 
















proudly retarned bis gase. 

He resented her haughty gesture, and spoke 
with a voice thick with passion : 

“1 awe It to myself, to aay that I will not be 
scorned. by any man or woman—you, least of 
all, Hildred Vynern, your pride has blinded 
you; you have dashed back the love of the 
only man who ever did, or will, love you wor- 
thily. You dared confound me with the rest; 
dared to believe I paid my homage to your ex- 
pected fortune. Had you not been utterly 
blind, you might have seen that could not be. 
Would Mrs. Vynern have given you one penny 
if you hed married me—a Lyneward! Did she 
not hateme! Dida’t I know she hated me? | 


you my love a second time, because I thought 
your heart a rich great treasure. I was wrong. 
It is dross; it is eaten ap with pride. You left 
unanswered that last letter I wrote you—ridi- 
caled me and it.”’ 

“That is slander, I only”’—she stopped, re- 
mombering that must not be said— <1 re- 
ceived it only two days ago,”’ she had been 
about to say. 

He did not heed, but went on: 

«And you think me light and fickle, and 
smile contemptuoudly at my former protesta. 
tions to yourself. I will keep my Millie’s name 
holy—will not speak of her now, save to tay, 
that only when she was alone, friendiess, poor, 
and when I bad learnt how incapable you were 
of truly loving, did I first think of making her 


my ele T found she loved mie,’” he might 
have said. 

Hildred did not spéak. She stood opposite 
to him, erect; her marblo-white hands drooped 
among the folds of her black dress; her dark 
eyes dilated ; he thought with pride and anger. 
The wild longing of her heart was to throw her- 
self at his feet, say omee that she loved bim, 
and—die. But Millie! She kept firm. His 
next words sounded almost like a curse. 

«* Hildred, as you are « woman, one day you 
will love, and then you will suffer—oh, Hea- 
ven! how fleresly * Only one right worthy love 
comes to the life-portion of any man or woman. 
You have rejected that. When you suffer, re- 
member me!” 

He moved towards the door. Possessed by 
& vague ides that they could not part thue— 

















ter sitting down a moment, and dashing off « 
business-letter—so she called it—in leas time 
than Millie would have taken to write the three 
first words, Hildred set off to the post, nodding 
gaily to Millle as she went down the garden. 
This letter contained her final command to Mr. 
Blankardt to have ber own little property set- 
tied on Millie. After posting her letter, and 
being clear of the village, she went on at a wild 
rate. Fighting her way against the howling 
wind, splashing on through the mud and marsb, 
she made a cireuit of some eight or ten miles 
home, crossing the bleakest country im all the 
neighborhood. It was dark when she returned. 
Millie had been getting anxious, and came run- 
ning tuto the hall to meet and question ber. 
But Hildred parried her questions, and seemed 
in such high spirits, that her gentle sister only 
wondered, and was content. 

Hildred chose to spend that evening alone ; 
finding one excuse or apother, or proudly -vith- 
holding any. She generally did so for that 
time. Erle Lyneward was there to entertain 
Millie. Wildred had seen him as she stood in- 
side the house-door shaking the rain from her 
cloak—had seen him standing looking moodfly 
into the fire, instead of meeting her as her fu- 
ture brother might have done. Mr. Lyneward, 
weary from the emotion and passion of the 
morning, turned to Millie for rest; he felt her 
gentle ways infinitely soothing. He was more 
tender and devoted that evening than she had 
ever known him. He, too, told her that their 
marriage niust be soon—very soon. Christmas 
was not far off, and, early In the next year, 
before the now. drops were out in his old gar- 
dens, he must have his Millie home, he said, to 
make his deselate house cheery. With all his 
tenderness, he seemed so strangely sad, that 
pare, unselfish Millie, though reluctant to as- 
sume so suddenly this great responsibility, 
could not find in her heart to say, No. So it 
was a settled thing, that warly in the ensuing 
January, Millie was to be made A wife. 


CHAPTER IV. 
Millie was not at ease in the time that inter- 
vened; simple, sweet Millie was troubled and 
perplexed. In the world, she loved only two 
persons entirety, ant she couk! not make them 
love one another. Hikired acted well, too, all 
that torture time; daring to leave nothing to 
the impulse of a moment. Each morning she 
planned what her conduct through all the pro- 
hable ev of the day should be. 
Mr. Ly was teo proed te act, teo bit- 
ter against her to try to seem brotherly; and 
loving and unconscious Willie often made him 
winee by expressing her regret that he would 
not be kind to her sister. I[Tildred was cold, 
evon in her manner to Millie herself, and ancer- 
tain im her temper. She dated not be affec- 


overleap all restruints. She saw that Millie was 
uneasy—-as unhappy as it was possible for a 
young girl who loves and ts loved to he; but 
she stood proud and secure ip the great sacri. 
fiee she was conscious of making. She could 
net stoop to care about the leaser daily and 
hourly sacrifices. She said to herself that all 
would be well soon for them; they would be 
macried—and she would go away and be for- 


At first, Erle Lyneward always stopped Mil- 
Me when sho began to talk of Hildred ; put that 
was not easy to do; and, after a while, he 
rather liked to listen. In time he came to have 








« for it is late, and Erie will be here directly to 
take you to church.” 


«And you will come with nus?” Millie 
asked. 

‘No! I shall spend this happy Christmas 
morning alone. Iam sot well.’’ Mildred an 
swered. 


« And yet you had such a color when you 


came down! Let me stay with you? I had 
much rather.”’ 
«« Certainly not; there’s no occasion. Millie, 


have you net fonml out yet, child, that | love 
my own company better than even yours ?"’ 
Hildred hurried beck to her owa room before 
Mr. Lyneward came to fetch Millie. She could 
not have met him calmly. But when they were 
gone, he and Millie, and the servants; when all 
the country people, churchward bound, had 
passed along the road, Hikired felt that she 
could not bear the great quiet that fell upon 
the house. The silent shiming-in of tho sun; 
the way it lay still and serene upon all it toach- 
ed, even upon her, was maddening. She could 
not bear to remain there, alone. She would co 
to church, too, [twas a sudden resolve, sud- 
denly executed. A frenzied fear of being too 
late appeared to seize ber. She did not mean 
to go to the village-chureh, where Millie and 
Erle, and many people whe knew her, were ; 
but to a litte old chareh om the other side of 
the hill, to which but very few ever went. 

She reached it at last, with difficulty ; for she 
found berself very weak, aad her trembling 
eagerness defeated itself, She made her way 
into a curtained pew, once a long dead-and- 
dust squires, It was musty, dusty, and de- 
serted. She crouched down in a corner where 
no one could see ber. 

During the hour thas Hildred passed in that 
old faded pew, listening, hardly conscious that 
she did listen, to holy words often heard be- 
fore, a uew chord was struck within her. Some 
will call this unmatural, improbable ; [ aay it is 
not so; but simply and only mysterious. It 
was solely one of God's providences (af which 
so many talk, in whieh so f.w firmly believe); 
an instance of His infinite mercy in providing 
for a soul in sore and utmost need. 

Millie's words came back to Hildred’s mind. 
She remembered Millie’s saying, that those do 
not suffer thoroughly whe do not suffer pa- 
tiently. After thinking of this, Mildred did not 
know distinctly whut she heard. The service 
was over,—the few worshippers gone home to 
happy fresides and Christmas mirth,—yet she 
sat still, unconscious that not another human 
being was in the littl church, and that the old 
door was shat upon her. 

Hildred was gladwhen she found that she 
was alone. She came out of her corner, went 
up the aisle, to the communion table, knelt 
there and opened Breat Bible. 

She found » glorious words— 
words b d mind with awful 


bing inagination and 
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her power: : g , 

The sun déscomded lower in the heavens, 
slanted in at & little stainet west window, and 
threw hues of soft amethyst and of golden 
glory upon the fine dark head bent low in reve- 
rent worship. ‘Then it faded oat altogether. 
Still Hildred knelt on. 

The church grew dim and dusky—she coukd 
read no longer, but she prayed, 

As she passed out of the then dark church 
the sexton—an old, lame man—was coming in 
with a lantern to put affay the books and lock 
it up; a task neglected till then for his Christ- 
mas dinner. He drew back aghast as Hildred 








some glimmering suspicion of the truth. 


another temptation before the consummation of 
the sacrifice. 


sat alone and idle, musing by the drawing-room | 
fire. Millie was gone out to distribute some 
Christmas charities to poor people to whom she 
had been a constant friend. 

Hildred bad many associations of pain and 
pleasure with that day—some two or three of 
the latter calculated to soften her heart iné- 
nitely. She felt now that the last act of her 
teagedy was almost played out-that her un- 
natural strength need endure but little longer; 
#0, as she sat alone, she suffered her heart to 
soften, and let the tears fall slowly and unheed. 
ed a-down upon her lap. 

Suddenly Erle Lyneward stood before her. 
She was startled, confused, unnerved. 


the cold composure with which she always met 
him, be had taken her hand, and was pouring 
gute strong passion of barning love, and wild 
sorrow. 

Hildred dared not hear him out. One mo- 
ment’s irresolution and all would be lost. She 
had not time to weigh, or choose words. She! 
thought only of Millie. Her answer was ferce- 
ly indignant—tull of vehement resentment. 
He was humbled she full of pride 
and power, and for ever her fate was 











Was tt, after all, so greet a sscrifice! Lov- 
did, was she net coascions 
that she did not voluntarily give up her own 





even for Millie’s sake—Hildred seid : 








happiness; for that happiness at Millle’s «- 





gently bade him good-night, and looked with 


Hikired was to pass through the fiery trial of| 8we after the tall igure that soon disappeared 


in the darkness. He burried over his daties 


j and hobbled back to his fireside ; where, no 
Only the day before Christmas day, Mildred | doubt, he told & grim ghost-story; of having 


seen, and been spoken to by, the long-deceased 
lady of a long-deceased squire, in the church- 
porch, after dark, to very credulous listeners. 

Erle and Millie had been anxiously expecting 
her for « long time—-Millie had even urged Erle 
to go and seek her—but he, saying that most 
likely she had only gone for one of her mad 
rambles, excused himself from doing so. And, 
as they waited and the night fell, Erle Lyne. 
ward had mede a short confession 
of bis " and sinful And Millie? 
She pitied him, smiled upos bim and forgave 
him, quite content with his assurance that now 
he loved heronly. Erle did not tell Millie who 
hed been the object of his flerce love, and she 
did not ask, be had spoken too bitterly and 
harshly of Hildred. Neither ever alluded to 
that subject again; neither ever knew of Hil- 
d-ed's devotion. 

Mr. Lyneward's Manner that evening when 
he fret met Hildred was full of troubled con- 
sciousness; but she set him at ease. She Stay - 
ed with them all the time, because it was the 
eveniag of (Christmas day, and because her 
heart was at once softened and . 
She was loving to Millie, and so friendly to 
Erte that Milfie’s sweet face brightened into pure 
unalloyed gladness. 

The parriage took place « few days after. 
To the last, Hildred was full of motherly af- 
fectionstencss to motherless Millie. She made 
Brie Lgneward feel that she accepted him as a 
brother; forgiving him bis sin against her sis- 
ter, ant asking forgiveness herself only for the 











know, I should have been as much afraid of 
them as anything else? Uh! you make me 
shiver! Why, I'm more struck with fear at 
the thought of seeing an unearthly being 
than anything in the world’ [I'd rather 
meet a roaring lion, or am angry school-mis- 
tress, or Sister Simon Skylights herself, than 
the ghost of a saint or a live angel! Ur-r-r-r-r' 
I tell you, at the very sight of an angel I 
should fall fat upon my face and yow!l! I 
know I should! and I’m no coward neither! 
bat if one of them was to appear to me all alone 
in a dark house, it would be the death of me.” 
« The glorious angels know that! they know 
that our eyes cannot look upon them. Why, 
you know, we hear it read in the Lives of the 
Saints, that even the holiest of the saints also 
ell flat upon their faces sometimes before the 
blazing splendor of some glorious angel that 
suddenly appeared to them. So the goed 
angels that love ad guard small children do 
not show themselves, you knew.” 
« No! I dona'tknow anything about them ! bat 
I know if J bad been in that lonesome old house 
im the dead of night slone with a corpse, and 
thought that the angels were near me, I should 
have taken to my heels and never stopped til I 
had left the old house far behind, and got into 
company tht I did know something about! 
Well! what I'm going to say is this: If sou get 
into any more trouble, such as you get into this 
merning, when the angels aie’t on hand, you 
know, just call on « littl sinner—that’s me! 
I'm always on hand when innocence is to be de- 
fended, and wickedaecss defeated, and justice 
done. And my name is Helen Wildman! that 
vulger folks call Nelly and Nell Gwin and Mad 
Nell, and sometimes Nell Fire! Now mind! 
don’t you make a mistake in that last pet name, 
and begin it wih an H; you know, if you do— 
‘angels and ministers of grace defend you'— 
and that’s « prayer I didn’t learn out of a 
missal '”’ 
«No, it ain’t in my prayer-book, bat it is 
very pretty—where did you learn it?” 
«Out of a wicked play-book that I had to 
read in the barn, because Blaise swore at me for 
having it—because he said it wasn’t a book for 
a little girl, no way he could Mx ft. I didn’t 
mind his sweariag any more than his singing or 
whistling, bat He just happened to be stronger 
than I was, and he took the book away from 
me. So when I got it again I bid it, and read 
it im the barn, and Im the cow-shed, and the 
hen-house, and in the corn loft, and the way I 
have to run and hunt and hide with that book 
this winter weather, is a cantion! Then I 
ram away and went to Mount Storm, where 
there is a big house warm all over, and where 
nehody cared what I read.** 

« But wonld you read what you were told 
not to ?”’ asked the child, cautiously. 

«Lat yes! = don"t belong to anybody, you 
I’m an orphan, too—only I Know how 
like the rabbits. And 


know! 
to take care of myself, 


hold of that book again, | hanted from ene ead 
te the ether to find out the wickedness that 
Blaise kept such a fuss about, because I was 
determined to know ali about it. And, oh! I 
tell you it was wicked—no doubt about it—i 
made me shiver. There was a horrid lady that 
killed a good olf king. And an awfal bunch- 
back that killed two imnocent little princes. 


old father out in a storm to die! Oh, it was 
wicked! that’s certain! But then it was bean- 
tiful, too! such good and beaatiful ladies, such 
brave and handsome geatlemen, such lovely 
islands oat in the summer sea—such fairies— 
oh! it was beantiful, too! It was just as if, 
you know, all your favorite saints and angels, 
and all the hateful sinners and demons were 
put into one grand book! And Blaise needn’t 
have been such « fool as to thiak / woukd 
take pattern by the sinners and demons, 
and go to murdering old kings, and turning 
gray-heeded fathers out in the storm to die— 
and smothering young princes! No?! it made 
my blood boil to read about it only—and if Pd 
been on the spot—well, you know, I should 
have got into 4 serape, that’s all, because I 
couldn't have stood still and seen all thes done. 
T’'ll lend you the book if you'd like to have it, 
it is as wonderful as the Lives of the Saints, or 
the Arabian Nights—but I reckon you're too 
little to care about it.” 

“No! oh! I can’t read much, but 1 should 
Mike to hear about the beautiful things in it, aed 
T will get Sister Angela to read it to me.” 

«Sister Angela! whew! don"t think of i! 
Why she would think ft was a great sin to fouch 


wickedness of children! No! I'll read some 
in it to you. And mind, don” you let Sister 
Skylights fied it out.” 

« Sister Skylights t"’ 
« Sister Mary Simeon, boney !”’ 

“Oh!” 

«Yea! you see she ie named th honor of 
that awful saint that always makes my heir’ 
bristle up when I think of him—espectally on 
freezing winter nights, in bigh winds, or in 
burning Angust noons—him you know—that 
awful man that spent forty years upon the tep 
of a pillar a hundred feet high.” 

“ You meag holy St. Simeon Stytites,” | 








ee I am told not to do—why J al- | 
ways do that sae tor@ete Aad when I got 


And two hatea! women that turned their poor | 


a play-book, and cry her eyes out at the! 





But Helen possessed the facyity of seli- 
government, ani her suppressed anger only was 
allowed i find vent in the moderate exclama- 
tion of— 

« My stars and garters, if the little addle- 
pated atomy doesn’t take me for a nigger! Say! 
you little pinch of cotten wool! what do you 

| mean by that /’” 

| « Néthing—I’m very eurry,”’ faltered Theo. 

_ dora, in dismay. 

| «« Well, now, people say I’m bad-tempered— 

; and I declare I’m not—I know I’m net! be- 

| canse here is a little serap of « girl that I could 
cromple all up like a piece of paper—that 
I have been doing the heroic by; and all the 

| thank s or honer I get from her is, she takes me 

| for a nigger t’” 

« Oh, no, no. indeed I didn’t—it was fora 
mulatte,’’ said Theodora, deprecatingly . 

«< And sim’t that worse? you litth ———! 
Now tell me, this minute, what put it into your 
| soft head that I wasm’t white ?”” 
| « Why, ere you white f” asked Theedors, in 
' frightened amar -ment. 

} eObt We & certain thing that you wast me 
| to seize you! you are begging of me to seize 
}you! You are afl but going down on your 
| knees, and praying of me to seize you. But I 
| won't do it 6 please you! If be as patient 
| and forgiving as one of your own saints—fust 
to see how far you'll go on.” 
| «Dont be mad with m=, please—I'm very 
sorry if I hurt your feelings—1’'l try net to do 
' it again. Indeed, indeed I didn’t take you for 

a negro—only for a mulatto—please don’t keep 

mad with me.” 

«Oh! I'm net mad, Lal bless vou, ne, not a 
bit! Why, I begin to Uke it, rou know? It's 
| getting curious! So, tell me, now, what made 

you think me a nigger /’’ 

« T don’t want to—please.” 

« But you must—if you don't, I won't for 
give you. Come, now.” 

«Qh! it would hurt your feelings again.” 

“ No, indeed it wouldn”™. I would Wte to 
| hear it, of all things—come, now, whet made 

you think I was a nigger ?”* 

« Not a nigger,’ pleaded Theodora. 

« Well! a mulatto, then—come.” 

| «© Why, you know you don’t look quite milk 
white,” said the child, speaking, sot by any 

' means in irony—but with the benevolent inten- 

| tion of softening, or rather Meaching the truth 
as mach as possible. 

«Why, so—that’s true enough,” assented 
Ifelen, patting ap ber fingers, and pawing at 
| her tap-colored cheek, as tf she wonld like to 
peal the dark dye off. 
| «Amd then, you know, you Beasted of not 
belonging to an) bedy, and being free.” 

‘« Umph—humph! and so you took me to be 
a free nigger.”” 

| « No—mmnlatto !"* said Theodora, with tears 
in her eyes— and I’m so sorry—indeed I do 
beg you to forgive me. I'll never do oo no 
more as long as I live, Miss Helen Wildman.”’ 
there—that’s enough of it! I shall 
get over it | guess, though it wer rather ao 
shock! Never mind! see! Sister is coming in 
to call school. Remember what I told you—if 
the girls plague you let me know—I"m only a 
day seholar any how, and don’t come regular at 
that! bat if I came only once 6 week, I could 
} keep fem from if treating you.” 
| The Sister teacher, whe had now take ber 
seat, rapped upon her desk and called the 
children to take their places. 


There 





| As time passed, and nothing was heard from 
Theodora’s relatives, she gradually fell into her 
, Place as one of the permanent inmates of the 
Asylum. Domestic economy formed s part of 
their education, and manual labor occupied a 
| portion of their time. Thus it was that the 
Orphan Asylum offen turned out girls really 
better qualitied to become intelligent and com- 
petent women, than the fine expensive female 
academy im the opposite wing, where all the 
arts, sctences and accomplishments, attempted 
by such institutions anywhere, were taught. 
| Theodora by degrees became domesticated 
| among the children, but remained the same 
, gentle, retiring creature that abe had been from 
the first. The wierd witch, Melly, continued 
to be her fast friend and profectréss. But 
seon abe found another and a better friend in 
Vivia. 

Genevieve was some two or three years older 
; than Theodore, and was a pupil im the acade- 
| My, while the latter was an Inmate of the asy. 
| lam. Thas it happened that some months pess- 
ed before they met and became scquainted 
with each other 

Genzevieve, with ber bright, heaithful, conti- 
ding nature, was almost the very opposite to 
the shy, sensitive, shrinking Theodora, and 
was for thet very reason, perhaps, the best 
friend and companion she coukt have, and 
therefore strongly attracted the gemtio chiki 

The circumstance that brought shout the 
first acquaintance, and led to thelr on a 
friendship, was rather « queer one, ant «* 
arn Werte the carly characters — 
chikiren who take prominent oe it, 
story, I hope I may be pardoned ~ anon will, 
and that nc Catholic or Pre 
for opposite TreasO™s, 
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ration. 
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